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Hence what is good for all mankind, what creates better
conditions for its existence and its perfectation, is also good
for the individual. What jeopardises the life of humanity or
degrades it is also bad for him. A perfected humanity is his
heaven, a decaying humanity is his hell. To preserve and
enhance the worth of human life is virtue; to degrade huma-
nity and lead it to perdition is vice."

If a man desires to hasten his deliverance from sorrow and
suffering, he must necessarily follow the laws of the good.
This motive is indeed egoistic, but it alone can work with
dynamic precision. A man will necessarily desist from injur-
ing others, if he sees clearly that his interests are bound up
with theirs. He will even forego some of his own goods for
the sake of others, if he is sure that his sacrifice will redound
to his own advantage. A man will not hate his enemy, if he
knows that the love of his enemy will carry him forward to
bodhi. No man loves others merely from his love for them.
On the other hand he loves others because for some reason
they please him. In the Brihaddranyaka Ufamshad'^^gn^-
valkya says rightly to his wife Maitreyi: t( Not out of love
for the husband is a husband loved, but the husband is
loved for love of self. A wife is loved, loot out of love
for the wife, but for love of self. Children are loved, not
out of love for children, but for love of self. Wealth
is loved, not out of love for wealth, but for love of self.
The priestly order is loved, not out of love for that order,
but for love of self. The order of the warrior is loved,
not out of love for that order, but for love of self. The
states are loved, not out of love for the states, but for love
of self. The gods are loved, not out of love for the gods,
but for love of self. Existence is loved, not out of love
for existence, but for love of self. Not out of love is any
loved, but for love of self are all loved." King Prasena-
jit once asked his wife Mallika: " Have you ever loved
any better than yourself?" With surprising nai'vete she
answered : " Truly, great king, I have not loved any one
better than myself \ Undaunted the king said the same
thing of himself, and they both communicated their conver-
sation to the Blessed One, who good humouredly replied as
follow: